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Part XVIII:  Global Cooling.  With the “dieing interest” by the public in reading the newspaper and the demise of many newspapers, this ordinary citizen must ask, how is the public to become informed of what’s going on in the world about them?  True, there is that poll that says oh so many Americans now rely on the internet for their news, but as always, one should ask, who conducted that poll and the purpose of the poll.  

Global warming has received a great amount of coverage and has created what might be described as its own continuous, never ending news cycle.  As the reader is most likely aware, in the typical news cycle such as the Heene balloon story, viewers/readers are bombarded incessantly with coverage for hours, a day or a few days.  Then a new story grabs the attention of the press/media and the news cycle begins all over again, but the news cycle of global warming seems to be with us permanently or at least into the far distant future.  

Last week’s edition (Part XVII – Global Cooling) presented Professor Emeritus Don Easterbrook’s charting of alternating warming and cooling cycles every 25 to 30 years since 1470 AD, admittedly a long period of time, but it is demonstrative of the type of statistical analysis necessary when dealing with matters of epic proportions such as climate change.  

Such analysis of something with the magnitude of Earth’s climate on a short-term basis prevents recognition of what happens as an occurrence of natural law - glacial fluctuations, sun spot activity, ice ages, all are examples of how climate changes dramatically by itself.  


Compared to the methods of studying climate change used by scientists today, methods just a century ago were crude, but even then a few scientists were ingenious enough to recognize that past temperatures could be retrieved through the study of ancient pollens and fossil shells.  


 Between 1950 and 1967, while those scientists worked with observational methods to “retrieve” climate change-causing events, other scientists worked on developing simple mathematical models of the climate.  Efforts were also advancing toward methods of predicting the weather.  


Through this three-pronged effort on the climate, the conclusion was reached in 1967 of the possibility there would be a three-degree temperature increase for the Earth during the next century.  

This information, though looked on as highly speculative at the time, it did serve as the impetus for increased research effort, despite the accepted idea that the next century was so distant that no real change in policy toward climate was necessary.


The 1970’s brought change to the level of us ordinary citizens, as the idea of environmentalism took hold, and the movement generated an interest and concern in climate not previously seen.  Some scientists directed attention to how human activity was impacting the atmosphere – dust and smog particles arising from human activity could/would block sunlight and mean a cooler world.  


It was about this time (early 1970’s) that scientists acknowledged to the public that a cooling trend began in the 1940’s, based on North Hemisphere weather statistics.  


The contradictory information on climate released by disagreeing scientists made for real confusion.  As study panels in the United States and worldwide began studying the issue of climate, they did reach agreement on these points – “future climate change might pose a severe threat,” “the climate system was little understood,” and “much more research was needed.”  


The worldwide study panels brought about the realization of just how complicated climate was, but also just how such a complicated, intricate system responded to numerous influences.  Some of the first or early influences recognized by scientists were these:

· Volcanic eruptions;

· Solar variations;

· Subtle change in the Earth’s orbit;

· Studies of ancient climates pointed to astronomical cycles setting the time of ice ages; and 

· Change in circulation of ocean currents.  

Scientists first began realizing about this time just how delicate the balance of climate was, and how easily even small events could cause a shift.  Ice cores from Greenland and Antarctica ice sheets confirmed large and abrupt temperatures jumps.  


Perhaps the most persuasive of factors that fueled the theory of global warming was coincidental.  The 1977-1998 warming cycle began.  It followed the cooling cycle which began in the 1940’s.  Easterbrook’s charting of warming and cooling cycles since 1470 AD showed the cycles occurred every 25 to 30 years.  NASA imaging confirms a cooling cycle has already begun, evidenced in the ocean currents.  

The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome.  E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.  
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